


Too often our cross-border exchanges have more to do with the dramas 

and traumas of drug wars and desperate immigrants than the underlying 

harmonious history of this unique border region. Music has the ability to 

rise above the contentious issues of our time and remind us of the deeper 

springs of the spirit that sustain us all — without borders.

To celebrate the healing and uni -

fying power of music, the Santa 

Cruz Community Foundation, 

in collaboration with Fundación 

del Empresariado Sonorense, AC, 

Santa Cruz Foundation for the 

Performing Arts, the Yamaha Cor -

poration, the Bank of Tucson and 

the Tubac Chamber of Commerce, 

presented a unique concert series 

Music Without Borders  on Friday, 

November 7th at the Bank of Tuc -

son Business Center in Nogales 

and Saturday November 8th at the 

Governor’s Mansion of the Embar -

cadero in Tubac. The concert fea -

tured the musical talents of No -

gales native and pianist Evan Kory, 

accompanied by soprano Amanda 

Hick and cellist Min-Jeong Kang, 

all of New York City’s Manhattan 

School of Music.

Welcome to the new Executive Director 
Bob Phillips

Sue Neilsen, Foundation Board Presi -

dent states: “The Board of Directors is 

very pleased to welcome Bob Phillips as 

our director. Bob brings a wealth of ex -

perience to the foundation. As those of 

you who have had the chance to meet 

him know in the few short months 

that he has been in the position, he 

has already made a great contribution 

to the growth of the foundation.”

Previously, Bob Phillips was the Execu -

tive Director of the St. Andrew’s Children’s Clinic. Prior to his selection as 

Executive Director for the Children’s Clinic, he served for 25 years as Chief 

Executive Of�cer for Health Projects Center (HPC) in California. There he 

directed programs for caregivers and their families and health profession -

als, particularly the training of family physicians at the UCSF Family Prac -

tice residency program. 

Bob received his undergraduate degree from Dartmouth, and continued 

on to Stanford University where he earned his Master’s Degree in Political 

Development and International Relations.  He also attended the American 

University of Beirut as a Stanford Exchange Scholar. 

Bob has taught at Stanford, the University of Miami and served on the 

faculty of Elderhostel. He has contributed to several books and written 

articles on health care issues and international development. He is on 

the Board of Health for Humanity, an international health agency, and is 

a newly appointed member of the Executive Board of the SouthEastern 

Arizona Governments Organization (SEAGO), a regional planning agency.

In contemplating his work with The Santa Cruz Community Foundation, 

Bob states: “In one of the most critical times ever faced by this unique 

border region the foundation must rise to the challenge of serving Santa 

Cruz County, Arizona and Nogales, Sonora. We do this by making trans -

formational grants to area non-pro�ts, providing them with the training 

and technical assistance they need, building a strong, permanent philan -

thropic resource base through endowments, donor funds, donations, be -

quests, corporate and foundation support, and serving as a community 

convener by providing leadership and advocacy on critical community is -

sues to public and private sector leaders. With the vision and leadership 

of an outstanding board of directors and community agency partners we 

will meet that challenge.”

A Few Tips for  
Year-End Giving 

Is December 31st sneaking up on you? Here are a few tips to make your 

last minute charitable giving to The Santa Cruz Community Foundation a 

bit easier. 

By donating before the end of the year, you may see a tax break when 

you itemize deductions on your income tax return. Tax planning is a year-

round process, but the “end of the year” is your last opportunity to reduce 

current-year income taxes. Here’s what you can do: 

Gifts of Cash
To document your cash gift of more than $250, retain the “thank you” let -

ter or receipt that states that no goods or services were received by you 

in exchange for the cash gift. A cancelled check or credit card statement 

provides documentation for gifts under $250.

Pledge Gifts
Consider prepaying a pledge that is due next year or beyond. Pledges are 

deductive in the year they are ful�lled, not when they are made. 

Add to an Existing Endowment Fund
Make a contribution to an already established Endowment Fund within 

the Foundation. We administer several Field of Interest Funds that may 

match a cause you care about. Some of our Field of Interest Funds in -

clude: children’s issues, scholarships, women’s issues, special needs kids, 

a City of Nogales Fund and a fund for the beauti�cation of Nogales, AZ.  

We have several organizational endowment funds. They include the 

St. Andrew’s Children’s Clinic , the Santa Cruz Humane Society Endowment 

Fund, and the Endowment Fund for Young Audiences of SC County.  

Another option is a contribution to our community fund. The Santa Cruz 

Fund is our base for annual grant making. And of course, we welcome your 

contributions to our general operating fund. 

IRA Charitable Rollover Extended
Non-pro�t organizations might now �nd it a bit easier to weather the cur -

rent economic crisis. As part of the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act 

of 2008 passed on October 3rd, the IRA Charitable Rollover legislation has 

been extended.� The IRA Charitable Rollover law allows taxpayers 70 and 

older to share the wealth by giving retirement savings up to $100,000 per 

year directly to charity – bypassing income tax! It is retroactive to 2008 

and 2009. 

To make a donation before the end of the year, call the of�ce at (520)  

761-4531. Checks should be made out to the Santa Cruz Community Foun -

dation with a note on the memo line indicating the type of fund or �eld of 

interest your gift is directed toward.

Left to right: Cecilia Kory, Evan Kory, Amanda Hick and Min-Jeong Kang. 

Alma Cota de Yanez, direc-
tor of our partner foundation 
in Nogales, Sonora (FESAC), 
addresses the Music without 
Borders audience on the power of 
the cross border partnership and 
shared funding support of critical 
Nogales NGOs pioneered by the 
FESAC/SCCF collaboration.

Kory, a classical pianist who is currently pursuing his master’s degree at 

the Manhattan School of Music, has performed at venues worldwide in -

cluding St. Petersburg, Russia, Beijing, China and Carnegie Hall, NY. Kory 

drew from his international performances to present a program that in -

cluded works by Chopin, Lizt, Granados and more.

The concerts bene�ted the Santa Cruz Community Foundation and its 

work with non-pro�t organizations along both sides of the US/Mexico bor -

der.

Both events were sold out and provided a celebration of music and com -

munity spirit that will be long remembered. The foundation is considering 

sponsoring more such concerts in the future. 

Music Without Borders Concert
Native son, Evan Kory, returned to Nogales for  

concerts to bene�t the Santa Cruz Community Foundation

The Santa Cruz Community Foundation  
thanks Bank of Tucson for its support.


